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Lithuania would be inclined to accept a joint Russo-Polish guarantee
against the danger of aggression on the part of Germany. If these
inquiries were actually made, the responses must have been dis-
couraging, for the proposal was allowed to drop. It may also be con-
jectured that Poland's heart was not in this enterprise, since, at this
very time, the Polish Government must have been making up their
mind to conclude the Polish-German Pact which was eventually
signed on the 26th January, 1934.

It was perhaps this latter event that aroused the Latvian and
Estonian Governments to action; for on the 17th February, 1934,
these two Governments signed an agreement which not only replaced,
but went considerably beyond, the previous treaty of defensive
alliance which was due to expire on the 21st of the month.1 The new
instrument was modelled on the Balkan Pact, which had been signed
on the 9th of the same month,2 and on the Little Entente cpact of
organization' which had been signed on the 16th February, 1933.3 It
was now provided not only that the two countries should act together
at international conferences and be represented by a common delega-
tion, but also that the conferences between the two Governments,
which had hitherto taken place occasionally, should be held hence-
forward at regular intervals, and that a permanent joint council
should be set up to co-ordinate their legislation and, if necessary,
their political and economic action.

The next move was made by the Soviet Government, who had not
reconciled themselves to the failure of their demarche at the close of
the preceding calendar year. Apparently the Soviet Government had
received the impression that the reluctance of Finland and the three
Baltic states to take up the proposal of December 1933 had been
mainly due to the fact that Germany was not then included among
the proposed guarantors; and indeed the acceptance of a Russo-
Polish guarantee, directed against Germany, might well have no other
effect than to involve the ostensibly guaranteed states in belligerency

alone, since the Lithuanian Government were still not on speaking terms with
the Polish Government (on the 5th July, 1933, for instance, Lithuania had con-
cluded a separate convention with the U.S.S.R. on the definition of the aggres-
sor instead of entering into the multilateral convention, signed on the 3rd July,
to which Poland was a party (see the Survey for 1933, p. 182)).

1  For the terms of this previous Latvian-Estonian treaty, which had been
signed on the 1st November, 1923, and had come into force, upon exchange of
ratifications, on the 21st February, 1924, see the Survey for 1920-3, p. 244. The
treaty of the 17th February, 1934, is published in League of Nations Treaty
Series, Vol. 150, pp. 104-9.

2  See section D (i) of this part of the present volume.

3  See the Survey for 1933, pp. 203-6.